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Education and schools serve as vital
institutions of psychological support for
children exposed to the hardships of war. For
those who cannot yet think independently,
schools provide not only knowledge but also
guidance, encouragement, and examples of
resilience. It is therefore essential to ensure
access to education for all Amhara children,
even under the most difficult circumstances.

Over the past two years, the oppressive and
anti-Amhara regime has turned the Ambhara
region into a battlefield. As a result, millions of
Ambhara children and youth have been forced
out of school, left to endure severe
psychological trauma, and risk being lost as an
entire generation. The regime has not only
bombed schools with outdated and heavy
weaponry but also converted many of them
into military camps, looted educational
materials, and deliberately sought to keep the
Amhara  people in  ignorance  and
backwardness through prolonged war.

If this continues, when the war ends and a new
system emerges, there will be no educated
generation ready to lead social reconstruction.
Tomorrow will only reflect what is sown today.

History provides lessons: during Hitler's
persecution, Jewish children in Europe, even
while fleeing and hiding in forests, continued
their education in makeshift schools dug into
the ground. Despite daily airstrikes, they
preserved their studies because they believed
that schools were the guardians of their
people’s values. Likewise, we must understand
that education is more than learning to read,
write, and count—it is the foundation of cultural
survival, strength, and continuity.

The government-led war against the Amhara is
not only about killing and displacement; it is a
deliberate attempt to sterilize an entire
generation by cutting them off from
knowledge. This makes it imperative for all of
us to ensure that Amhara children continue
their education despite adversity. The survival
of the nation depends on it.

© Our Core Value: Education

The Amhara Fano People's Organization
(AFPO) upholds education as a core value—
central to our vision for progress, dignity, and
national resilience. Without education, the
world remains in darkness. It is the light that
empowers individuals, strengthens
communities, and builds nations.

Education is not just a necessity—it is a guiding
principle embedded in our draft manifesto and
our movement'’s long-term goals.
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@ oOur Commitment
Continuation of Schooling

to Uninterrupted

As we approach the Ethiopian New Year 2018,
we call for the uninterrupted continuation of
schooling across the region. Our students
deserve stability, opportunity, and the chance
to thrive. AFPO pledges to do its part to ensure
that schools remain open, safe, and conducive
to learning.

In areas under our control, we will ensure
that everything runs smoothly.
Our Fano fighters and leadership are fully
aware of this priority, and the message has
been clearly communicated through our chain
of command.

A The Crisis of Educational Injustice

For too long, Amhara students—both in the
Amhara region and across Ethiopia—have
faced deliberate and systematic
marginalization by successive governments.
This exclusion spans every level of education,
from primary schools to colleges and
universities, and includes:

& Denial of equal access to quality
education

/M [ ack of modern learning resources and
technology

g Unsafe, discriminatory, and militarized
learning environments.

Even in higher education, Amhara students are
routinely denied opportunities, harassed, and
excluded from academic advancement. Most
disturbingly, Amhara women students have
been kidnapped from university campuses,
subjected to violence, and abandoned without
protection or justice. These acts are not
isolated—they reflect a broader pattern of
neglect and abuse that has left generations of
Ambharas unable to compete with their peers in
science, technology, and innovation.

This is not just an educational crisis—it is a
human rights emergency.

¥ “We do not fight for one cause alone—we
fight for the light in our children’s eyes. For their
right to learn without fear, to dream without
limits, and to rise without chains. The injustice
in education is a wound we cannot ignore, and
for its healingg we give our all.”
— paraphrased from the speeches of the late
Major General Wubante Abate

The injustice in the education system is one of
the many reasons our Fano fighters are paying
the ultimate sacrifice. We are fighting for the
dignity and future of our children. Our sacrifice
is a call to action: to restore justice, to protect
opportunity, and to ensure that every student
can learn without fear, discrimination, or
exclusion.

& Why Education Matters More Than Ever

In today’s rapidly evolving world, education is
not just about literacy—it's about equipping our
youth with the tools to innovate, lead, and
compete globally. The rise of artificial

intelligence, robotics, biotechnology, and
digital economies demands a new generation
of thinkers and creators.

No Amhara student should be left behind—and
no Ethiopian student, in any region, should be
denied the opportunity to learn, grow, and
compete globally. Every child deserves the
chance to become an engineer, scientist,
coder, doctor, or entrepreneur. They deserve
access to computers, internet connectivity,
STEM programs, and mentorship. They must
be able to stand shoulder-to-shoulder with
other Ethiopians and international students in
their age groups—whether in Addis Ababa,
Nairobi, Berlin, or Boston.

£3 Resilience Amid Repression

Even under this repressive government—which
continues to target Amhara communities using
full military force, including drones and heavy
artillery—our students refuse to be broken.
From urban centers to the most remote rural
vilages, @ Amhara  youth  demonstrate
extraordinary hope, creativity, and innovation.

Despite the trauma, displacement, and

systemic exclusion, they continue to:
@ Build solutions with limited resources
@ Innovate in science and technology

[[1 Pursue education under threat of
violence

€ Support one another in solidarity and
courage

Their brilliance is not a miracle—it is a
testament to the strength of a people who have
been denied everything yet still rise. This
generation deserves global support, protection,
and investment—not silence.

<® A call
Community

to Citizens and the Global

We call upon our people —both within Ethiopia
and across the diaspora—to stand with our
students and teachers. Support them in every
way possible: through resources, advocacy,
mentorship, and solidarity. The future of our
people depends on the education of our youth.

We also respectfully urge international
organizations, humanitarian agencies, and the
diplomatic community to recognize the urgent
need for educational equity and protection in
the Amhara regions and beyond. We invite your
support in safeguarding the right to education,
providing resources, and amplifying the voices
of marginalized students and educators. Your
engagement can make a lasting impact.

%> Let This New Year Be a Turning Point

¥> Let it be a year of light, learning, and
liberation.

Victory to the Amhara People.
Peace for Ethiopia

August 20, 2025

Ethiopia
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