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Editorial

A call for cooperation for the
respect of human rights and the
safety of citizens in war and
conflict zones

Humans have made international
agreements that allow them to respect the
principles of humanity, and one of the
most fundamental of these 1s the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR).
This international declaration states that
every human being 1s entitled to the rights
to life, security of person, liberty and
freedom from mhuman or degrading
treatment by virtue of being human. The
declaration states that all member states of
the Union are obliged to respect and
uphold this law.

4 Current Human Rights Situation In
Ethiopia

Ethiopia 1s  currently  experiencing
widespread human rights violations. The
security of citizens 1s at risk due to the
conflict that the regime has created in
various parts of the country based on
ethnicity, religion, and region.

Since Ably Ahmed's regime came to
power, especially in the past two years, the
right to life and move freely, the rights of
people under detention, economic and
social rights, the rights of women and
children, and the rights of refugees and
mernally displaced people have all been
under threat. In particular, citizens of
Ambhara identity are being uprooted from
their homes and subjected to daily attacks
by the regime in all parts of the country. In
the past few years alone, over 100,000
people have been displaced under the
pretext of development of corridors
around Addis Ababa, alone. In addition,
there are reports throughtout the country
that families of founders of cities were
targetted under this pretext. More than a
million Amharas have been displaced
from the Oromia region alone, most of
whom have been displaced and scattered
widely, and those who have been placed in
camps are exposed to hunger, disease,
mental anguish, and various diseases.

4 Genocide Specifically Targeting The
Ambhara People

The Amhara people, who are in the midst
of a war, are suffering severe human rights
abuses due to the regime's tyranny.

The Amhara people, who have been
subjected to extreme violence and abuse in
a mechanized war from city to countryside,
have found 1t a luxury to live peacefully.
Their human rights have also been
severely compromised.

The British international media BBC cited
the European Center for Justice and Law,
a non-governmental organization, in its ...
(Continues on Page 2)
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2024 report, “The Silent Suffering of the
Ambhara People in Ethiopia” detailing the
atrocities committed in and outside the
region since 2018 E.C. The media reported
that thousands of Amharas have been killed
m Oromia State and other parts of the
country.

In addition, the Ambhara Association in
America, AAA has identified the following:
1 its ivestigations: drone strikes have killed
many 1nnocent civihlans who were not
mvolved m the war, such as in markets,
schools, and health centers. For example,
from September 25 to December 30, 2024,
99 drone strikes and airstrikes i 46 districts
of the Amhara region killed 390 people,
mjured 135, with a total casualty of 525
people. This damage occurred in three
months, and it 1s not difficult to estimate the
damage caused during the two-year war.

Also, m a previous report (July 2024), the
AAA had listed the following damages,
atrocities, and casualties 1in the Zones of the
Amhara region where the report was
compiled:

< 269 people were raped, most of whom were
young girls and women, with a small number
of male priests and young men also being
victims.

% more than 4.1 million children are out of
school due to ongoing attacks on
educational institutions, and 5,231 (65.1%)
schools have been closed. Of the closed
schools, 1,169 have been severely damaged,
830 of which are used by the regime as
military camps.

% the nearly 2 million people in need of life-
saving the
Ambhara region, where hundreds are dying
of hunger, are not receiving adequate

humanitarian assistance In

assistance. As a result, severe food shortages
have occurred in the districts of Ayna
Bugna, Daunt, Mena Meketewa, Ebnat, Lay
Gaynt, East Belessa and Janamora.

% Basic Supplies And Disruption Of
Public Services

In addition to the mass killings of innocent
people, the Abiy Ahmed regime i1s also
working to prevent the delivery of market
products in areas controlled by Fano, under
the false hope that the public might resent
the Fano. With this false hope the regime 1s
restricting transportation and resources to
the people in the areas under the control of
Fanos. It is restricting transportation and
resources to prevent patients from reaching
hospitals, preventing the people from
accessing basic necessities and supplies to
agricultural 1nputs, and preventing the
community from moving from place to
place.

Service  facilities, especially  network,
electricity, water, banking, and other
mstitutions, are being prevented the regime
from functioning with full capacity in areas
controlled by Fano.

In addition to its retaliation against innocent
people when faced with defeat in battles, the
regime's army 1s also carrying out acts of
destruction and looting against public
mstitutions. In particular, the seizure or
destruction of Institutional assets, the...
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(Contiinued from Page 2)

damage to power lines, and the demal of
access to maintenance services have
continued to be regular activities of the
regimes army.

%+ AFPO's Position On International

Human Rights Law

AFPO has repeatedly stated that it respects
and supports internationally recognized
human rights and international human rights
mstruments and that it will cooperate in their
implementation. The basis of our struggle 1s
related to the desire to stop the state-directed
attacks on our identity, to achieve justice,
equality and to live in peace, and the respect
for these rights 1s clearly stated in our
manifesto. In particular, AFPO pays special
attention to the implementation of the
mternationally recognized Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the
African  Commuission for Human and
Peoples' Rights.

4% Our Role In Ensuring Respect For
Rights In Areas Controlled By The
AFPO

As an organization that is fighting to stop the
attacks on our identity and to protect the
human rights of our citizens, we would like
to state that we work i collaboration with

other partners, in addition to preparing and
educating citizens about the nature of
human  rights and  human  nghts
management through expert tramings and
flyers. We firmly believe that the safety of
the workers of mternationally recognized
mstitutions  that  provide humanitarian
assistance  to citizens who have been
displaced from their homes for various
reasons and who have suffered various types
of harm should be protected and their
human rights respected. In terms of
respecting and protecting this human right, it
1s clearly stated in the organization's bylaws,
and 1t 1s also a crime that can be punished
with severe disciplinary action against its
members who commit human rights
violations. We also work hard to implement
1t.

4 The Benefits Of Working In
Partnership With Regional,
Continental And International

Institutions To Promote Respect For

Human Rights
The promotion and protection of human
rights has become a global issue. However,
the practical 1mplementation of the
principles mentioned in various laws and
treaties to achieve respect for rights and
sustainable  solutions 1s not enough.

Therefore, AFPO believes that one of the

mmportant ways to ensure that human rights
1ssues are recognized and that stakeholders
are held accountable is to establish and work
i partnership with international and
regional human rights institutions. To
achieve this, the Social Affairs Department
of our organization has taken responsibility
and has set a direction for the coordiators
and sector leaders at all levels in the areas
under AFPO’s control to work m
collaboration with organizations working for
human protection and support.

In Ethiopia in general, and especially in the
Ambhara region, which has been at war for
more than 2 years (and parts of it for more
than 4 years), the security of citizens 1s in
grave danger. Moving from place to place
remains a major challenge. The Abiy
Ahmed regime, which 1s not concerned with
the citizens’ freedom and their sufferings,
but with its power and personal cult, 1s
destroying the lives of citizens every day with
heavy weapons. Bandits operating under the
regime’s security structure and taking
advantage of the chaos of the war as a good
opportunity are carrying out serious attacks
on civilians 1n various areas, including
attacks  agamns  those  working  for
humanitarian aid. It 1s the responsibility of
all stakeholders to stop this serious issue that
has been worsening from time to time. In

particular, we call upon the

Y N\

UNIVERSAL
DECLARATION
OF HUMAN
RIGHTS

NIVERSAL
ECLA&ATION

United Nations

mternational community to
mmmediately stop the Abiy
Ahmed regime's massacre
of 1nnocent people, the
destruction  of  public
mstitutions, and the denial
of access to essential daily
necessities, and
humanitarian aid.

services,

As an organization that
works with the public's
demands and aims, AFPO
1s deeply concerned about
the above metioned human
rights 1ssues, and therefore,
it 1s working more than ever
to protect the rights of
civilians and public
mstitutions. Finally, we call
on stakeholders mvolved in
human rnghts protection
and emergency assistance
to pay special attention, and
express our readiness to

N work together to protect the
- safety of citizens and staff of
N humanitarian aid

B | organizations.
A ,:}7.
Victory to the Amhara
People.

Peace for Ethiopia
August 27, 2025
Ethiopia




