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Editorial

Fano Unity: Our Non-Negotiable
Covenant!

AFPO has proven resilient and
effective, tempered by more than a
year of trials; allies and adversaries
alike acknowledge this—some with
respect, others with concern.

A Beacon of Strength and Purpose.
AFPO attracts dedicated, capable
patriots, outlasts fleeting media
cycles and distractions, withstands
internal and external pressures, and
maintains a clear mission and steady
resolve.

A Vision Beyond Borders. It is a long-
horizon movement committed to the
vitality and unity of millions—within
the Amhara region, across Ethiopia,
and throughout the diaspora. AFPO
has navigated internal challenges
with patience and maturity, keeping
its doors open to all who seek unity
and justice for the Amhara people.

Internal Strength and Democratic
Values. The organization has
strengthened its cohesion, addresses
differences through institutional
mechanisms and democratic norms,
and cultivates transparency,
accountability, and mutual respect.

Defined by Structure and
Engagement. AFPO operates with
clear, transparent leadership, a robust
Fano framework led by recognized
patriots, active engagement with
diaspora representatives, and a
growing presence across all sectors
of the struggle.

A Movement with a Manifesto.
Recognized internationally  and
embraced by many Ethiopians as a
symbol of hope, AFPO has publicly
shared a draft manifesto that sets out
its principles and long-term vision.

(Continued on page 3)

United spider threads can bind a lion.
Amharic/Ethiouia_n Proverb.
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AFPO continues to grow in size, quality,
and capability, remaining steadfast in
strengthening the vitality and resilience
of the Amhara people, enduring trials
with patience and resolve, and
addressing differences and past
missteps with integrity.

Commitment to Unity. In concert with
other Fano structures, AFPO remains
open to unity grounded in transparency,
honesty, and shared principles,

reaffirming its commitment to a unified,
clearly guided, and principled common
front.

€@ What Is Fano Unity?

Fano unity is the New Year’s covenant of the
Amhara Fano People's Organization (AFPO).
It affirms that unity is essential to the
success of our struggle. While many
individuals and groups have spoken about
Fano unity, few have defined what it truly
means or how it can be achieved. This
week’s edition of The Voice of Fano seeks to
answer two foundational questions:

o What does Fano unity mean?
e How can it be realized?
4 Previous Obstacles to Unity

From the beginning, our movement has
aspired to unity in thought and action.
Despite many victories, the Amhara Fano
struggle has faced internal fragmentation
and setbacks. These include:

o Reckless accusations and character
assassinations

e Ego-driven rivalries and infiltration by
enemy agendas

e Regionalism and outsourcing internal
disputes to third parties

o Attacks among brothers and the
erosion of mutual trust

These obstacles to wunity must be
acknowledged and addressed. We must
move forward with reconciliation and clarity.

What Does Unity Mean?

Unity means individuals or groups coming
together in agreement, cooperation, and
shared purpose. It is the opposite of
division. Like a family or community, unity
involves:

» Sharing joy and sorrow
» Defending against common enemies
» Treating harm to one as harm to all

Unity is not merely a slogan—it is the act of
coming together in shared purpose,
agreement, and cooperation. It is the
decision to live and grow as one. True unity
is not driven by short-term personal or
group success, nor by fleeting interests. It
is the ability to jointly define and pursue a
long-term, collective mission.

From this perspective, unity means working
together based on shared goals, mutual
responsibility, and common values.
Especially for the Amhara Fano movement,
which rose to rescue the Amhara people
from existential threat, there is no
fundamental difference in purpose or
mission. The movement was born out of
necessity—to protect a people on the brink
of destruction.

The Amhara people entered this struggle
because their survival was at stake. The
central goal is to overcome this danger and
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establish peace, justice, and equality. This is
not a struggle for Amhara alone. It is a
broader fight against systemic oppression
and injustice across Ethiopia. It is a struggle
carried out in solidarity with all Ethiopians—
to dismantle entrenched ethnic
discrimination and liberate the nation.

In pursuit of this clear and noble goal, unity
is not optional. It is a moral obligation. To
dismantle the oppressive regime and
liberate the people, standing together as
one is a sacred duty. Fano must rise not as
fragmented voices, but as a unified force
committed to freedom, dignity, and national
renewal.

© Why Unity Is Essential
Unity brings:

o Strength: “United spider threads can
bind a lion”. United, we are powerful.

o Peace: Unity reduces conflict and
fosters internal stability.

o Progress: Shared goals accelerate
change.

« Legitimacy: Unity enhances diplomatic
recognition and influence.

o Accountability: Unity enables justice
under international law.

T Fano Unity Principles

All Fano fighters and supporters must
prioritize the survival, freedom, and justice
of the Amhara people. Division weakens us.
Unity is the key to victory. Every faction
must commit to coordinated and principled
action.

] Ten Foundational Principles of Fano
Unity

1. Stand for common Amhara interests
- Protect the Amhara population
above all.

2. Mutual Recognition — Respect each
group’s contribution to the struggle.

3. Shared Goals - Defend Amhara
identity, historical territories, and
rights.

4. Collaborative Culture -  Build
systems for communication,
security, and resource sharing.

5. Prevent Infighting - Resolve
disputes peacefully through
dialogue and elders.

6. Joint Council - Establish a

representative Fano Unity Council
for coordination and diplomacy.

7. Diaspora Engagement — Mobilize
global support and resources.
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8. Symbolic Unity - Honor fallen
heroes collectively and promote
shared identity.

9. Honor Commitments - Uphold
promises made in the name of the
people.

10. Reject Divisive Regime Legacies —
Distance from past political agendas
that sowed division.

@ Strategic Imperatives
To build true unity, we must:

« Consolidate all organizations under
one umbrella

« Avoid unclear or manipulative actors

« Establish democratic decision-making
structures

Promote trustworthy leadership

Eliminate divisive
external agendas

ideologies and

Develop a scientifically structured
organization

Maintain a clear and focused agenda
for the struggle

Close the chapter on past mistakes
through reconciliation

Strengthen media strategy to resist
misinformation

@ Diplomacy & Diaspora Coordination

o A unified manifesto is being finalized

through public consultation.

e Any existing

Diplomatic and international
relations must be clarified post-
unity.

ties with historical
enemies or harmful foreign interests
must be reconsidered.

e A new diaspora committee will be

formed to support the struggle with
resources and advocacy.

Victory to the Amhara People!
Peace for Ethiopia!
September 03, 2025.
Ethiopia.
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Brief News Highlights

L\ A Call for Unity and Victory

As the New Year begins, a powerful call has been issued for Fano
to embrace unity and triumph. AFPO Chairman, Patriot Eskinder

Nega, marked the arrival of 2018 E.C.
with a heartfelt message urging all
factions to renew their covenant of
unity. He emphasized that past
mistakes—whether internal divisions
or missteps—must be entrusted to
history and the Creator. By reaffirming
our shared commitment, he declared,
the struggle can rise to a higher level
and attain legitimate national stature.
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4 Prosperity Party Forces in Collapse

The Prosperity Party’s military units,
. recently deployed from training
| camps, are reportedly disintegrating
' en route to the battlefield. Despite
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least 85 soldiers reportedly defected
in a single day—some joining Fano,
others simply deserting. Sources
confirm that most lacked proper combat preparation and were
already planning to withdraw. The regime’s reliance on rushed
deployments has backfired, exposing deep cracks in its military
structure.
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& Education Resumes After Two-Year Disruption

After a two-year interruption, school registration has resumed
across multiple fano-controlled districts. Based on AFPQ’s
commitment, communities are mobilizing to restore education
through public dialogue, school repairs, and student enrollment.
Strong support and enthusiasm have been observed from
students, parents, and teachers. However, some schools facing
severe damage are calling for broader collaboration beyond local
efforts, seeking support from partner organizations to ensure
sustainable recovery.
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¢ Regime army has continued to avenge its loss on civilians

The Regime’s army has continued its killing of innocent people in
response to battlefield defeats. The anti-Amhara Abiy-led
oppressive army continues to enter and destroy homes daily, killing
innocent people who are not part of the conflict, just as it did
yesterday. For example, in the past week alone, in the Shewa
region, in the Antsokiya Gemza district, farmers like Eshete
Damene, student Wasu Eshete Damene, youth Basazin Getu, youth
Shambel Bekele, farmer Seme Mengiste, child Temesgen Wesene,
student Shewa Wesene, farmer Tadesse Jemaneh, and in the
Gondar region, in the Ebnat district, Zinab Adise, Shimelash Eshetu,
Muluken Asmamaw, Desalegn Gebre, Woreta Belachew, Amarech
Abeje, Mulat Admas, and others have been killed by the oppressive
army. Additionally, in the Guna Begemdr districts, teacher
Temesgen Getie was murdered at Kemer Dengay town square, and
youth Getasew Mekonnen, Tadesse Ayalew, athlete Assefa Desse,
Kasaye Birhan, Sraw Mengiste, Tesfalem Libsu (a 9-month
pregnant woman) have been killed by the oppressive army.
Furthermore, many others are severely injured and receiving
medical treatment. In the Samada district, youth Fitalew Atnafu,
farmer Getasew Gelaw, farmer Chemere Amenu, farmer Birara
Amenu, and in the Sede Muja district, farmer Gizachew and his son
Yabibal Gizachew have been killed by the oppressive army in the
past week. In the Lay Gayint district, Tekle Abebaw, Geta Dagnaw,
Aderajew Geta, and in the Tach Gayint district, Getasew Gelaw and
Fitalew Atnafu have been killed in the chaos. In the Wollo-Bete
Ambhara region, Kasa Alemnew, Memre Desyilal, Wonde Desyilal,
Mekashaw Gessesse, Desalegn Alebe, and other farmers have
been brutally killed by the oppressive army.
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