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A New Year's Message from Amhara
Fano People's Organization (AFPO)

As we welcome 2018 E.C., the Amhara Fano
People's Organization (AFPQ) extends its
heartfelt New Year greetings to all
Ethiopians and, in particular, to the
indomitable Amhara people and patriots
who continue to defend their people and
homeland with honor and sacrifice.
(Continues on Page 4)
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Editorial

Political and Liberation

Struggle!

Community

1. Introduction

To qualify as a modern nation-state, five
essential elements of statehood must be
fulfilled: a defined and accepted territory,
population, government, sovereignty, and
international recognition. Among these, the
issue of population will be the focus of this
article, even if other aspects of a nation are in
place for the time being. A nation's population
can be an asset or a liability depending on its
condition. If a nation's people are properly
educated, organized, and capable of pursuing
their interests collectively, we can consider
this population an asset. This has been proven
in many parts of the world and in Asian
countries. Conversely, if a population is
divided by ethnicity, religion, race, and other
divisive identities, unable to pursue collective
interests, and heading toward conflict that
disregards global realities, this population
becomes a liability, as it hinders both survival
and development. This situation has arisen in
many African countries, certain Asian nations,
and Latin America. To elevate a nation's
population to a better level and mobilize it, the
initial step requires educating, mobilizing,
organizing, and empowering the people. This
can be said to give rise to a political
community.

2. What Does "Political Community" Mean?

Experts in various fields agree that a political
community exists when the population within a
nation or country addresses common issues
with unity, develops a shared perspective and
mindset on collective matters, communicates
with each other, and follows a common path.
For example, Aristotle, the father of political
science, clearly stated that a population that is
uneducated and disorganized cannot achieve
anything and cannot decide where to go. A
well-organized community can prevent the
emergence of anarchy in political life, ensure
measured popular development without
tyranny, oppression, or exploitation, and play a
crucial role. This community has reached the
level that qualifies it to be called a political
community. (Continued on page 2)
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Thomas Hobbes, in his book Leviathan, has
explained at length the role that an
organized population can play. Hobbes
argues that a political community can save
a nation from chaos and barbaric impulses,
serves as the foundation for a beneficial
state institution in the political sphere, is the
only solution to prevent anarchy and descent
into turmoil. The common point of the ideas
mentioned above is that an organized and
politically mature population can create a
system capable of bringing stable and
lasting peace.

3. Organizations That Created Strong Political
Communities and Their Outcomes

Strong organizations perform various tasks
to elevate their countries to a better level.
One of the most important among these is
educating and organizing the population to
unite for their country. This task of uniting
the population is extremely challenging,
demanding numerous efforts, vision, and
long-term thinking. Organizations that have
practically achieved this have placed their
countries in a great position. The liberation
journeys of Vietnam and China, cited below,
are enduring examples that have inspired
and guided many countries. Although the
specific national liberation conditions of
those countries may not directly apply to our
country, the method of creating a political
community is always worth learning from at
any time or place.

3.1. Ho Chi Minh and the Communist Party of
Vietnam

Among the countries that waged liberation
struggles in the 20th century in our world,
Vietnam stands out as the earliest example.
Vietnam, divided into two parts by the Cold
War North and South with the North socialist
and the South capitalist puppet, initially
endured under French rule and later
American support until the Geneva Accords.
Realizing that Vietnam's unity was at risk,
the country's visionary leaders awakened
the Vietnamese people to fight for their
independence and unity. Among these, Ho
Chi Minh was the main one. Ho Chi Minh,
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traveling between China and Vietnam from
1924-1930, made great efforts to establish a
Marxist-Leninist party capable of providing
early leadership to this complex struggle.
Initially, he mobilized the "youth" through the
newspaper called the "Youth" to engage the
youth in the struggle. After much effort and
struggle, in 1930, he founded the
Indochinese Communist Party (later the
Vietnam Independence Party, today the
Communist Party of Vietnam).

In 1935, at the Communist International
Congress in Moscow, based on the decision
to establish a broad anti-imperialist
democratic front, Ho Chi Minh, using the
name Nguyen Ai Quoc, established a broad
anti-imperialist front, enabling the entire
population to participate in the struggle. In
the historic Dien Bien Phu campaign, by
defeating the French forces, France was
forced to recognize Vietnam's unity through
the Geneva Accords. However, starting from
1955, American imperialism, replacing
French influence, launched a war by building
military bases and using internal traitors to

subdue the southern region. The
Vietnamese people, loved by global peace
advocates, confronted American

imperialism head-on with determination.
Despite the American army having over half
a million soldiers and spending billions of
dollars, it could not defeat the Vietnamese
people. The one who led this effort was the
Communist Party of Vietnam. Ho Chi Minh,
the ideological leader of this party, spent his
entire life in the struggle and became a great
leader closely tied to Vietnam's liberation
history. Ho Chi Minh created a political
community by educating and empowering
the population with a collective vision.

3.2. Mao Zedong and the Chinese Communist
Party

Among the countries in our world that
suffered from extreme poverty and
problems, China is one. Mao appropriately
identified China's problem as the
overwhelming backwardness of the Chinese
people after feudalism, and he concluded
that relying on the peasants as the
foundation to mobilize and later liberate the
population from backwardness would not
yield results, nor would urban-based
struggles. Hence, he decided that the war
must be based on mass mobilization: based
on this principle, he mobilized various
classes among the peasants to participate
in the struggle. Among these, he established
peasant associations, peace and security
forces, and bureaucrat capitalists, along
with other positions. By doing this, he
created conditions for the rural population to
participate as owners in the revolutionary
struggle, allowing their political maturity to
grow.

Recent studies show that organizations
conducting liberation struggles, during the
struggle, established higher administrations
in controlled areas and conducted only
narrow studies focused solely on warfare;
those that only conducted warfare after
gaining power as the basis failed in the
process or did not bring change, as
confirmed. Mao's liberation strategy, by
establishing a higher administration,
provided long-term practice, making its end
result very effective. The reason for this
success was creating a cohesive political
community through their ideology and
practical actions.

Mao made his program accessible to the
people by placing it in his book Quotations
from Chairman Mao Tse-tung (Red Book) to
make the people's commitment to the
struggle fervent. Millions of Chinese
memorized the Little Red Book exactly like a
religion and accepted it. The Quotations,
second only to the Bible in global sales, has
been printed 900 million times to date. When
discussing Chinese unity, although China
has ethnic, religious, and other identity
differences, under leaders like Mao, the
difficult period was bridged with a unity
promoter they lacked. To understand today's
Chinese advancement, it is essential to
recognize the existence of this political
community.

4. Political Community in Ethiopia

Ethiopia is a country that has made
significant contributions to Africa's political
history. Ethiopians, having defended their
country from external enemies, have served
as examples of the path to freedom for other
black peoples. However, while they have
collectively protected their country from
external threats, they have not been able to
liberate themselves from the anarchies that
arise internally from time to time. This
reveals the absence of a political community
in Ethiopia. Before examining the political
community in Ethiopia, let us look at some
aspects of the political culture in Ethiopia.

4.1. Political Culture in Ethiopia

The political culture in Ethiopia is fraught
with many problems. Compared to the
various countries mentioned above, it seems
full of problems that need to be addressed.
The political culture in Ethiopia can be
viewed in two ways: how the people perceive
politics and the way the elite group called
the "literate" operates.

4.1.1. The Ethiopian People's Attitude toward
Politics

We Ethiopians, instead of collectively
organizing and demanding our rights, have a
culture of individual begging and not
working together. Our political participation
stems not only from demanding our own
rights but also from enabling the weaker one

3/5

Vol. 1; No. 4
ATLG Gavt flAtq W9

among us to claim their rights and
encouraging resistance. As a culture,
demanding is considered noble: it even
allows the demanding entity to be heard.
This subservient culture of ours has enabled
the dictators who ruled and still rule our
country at various times to demand, beg, and
liberate us. Because we do not understand
that political culture should serve the
people, and that power, the country, and
wealth belong to the people, our country has
fallen into great trouble. Unable to stand
together for our collective country, we have
suffered much damage by dividing ourselves
by ethnicity and religion. For all this loss, it
seems appropriate to blame our own
political culture and the weak culture of
demanding.

4.1.2. Elite Political Culture

The political actions of the educated
segment of society appear extremely selfish
compared to other countries. Although a
small number of elites seem to engage in
political struggle at various levels, in reality,
instead of preserving national unity, they act
based on personal gain, and when they fall,
they become fragmented elites divided by
ethnicity or religion. The majority of the elite,
instead of being restrained by the power
they hold and time, fall into the cycle of
corruption by coveting the official's wealth.
For this reason, the elite secretly prioritize
personal interests, incite ethnic strife, ignore
religion and other identities, and do not
produce ideas for national unity, popular
sovereignty, and lasting peace; they do not
empower and, in general, do not fulfill the
purpose of what is called a political
community.

Victory to the Amhara People!
Peace for Ethiopia!
September 10, 2025.
Ethiopia.
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A New Year's Message from Amhara Fano People's
Organization (AFPO) (continued from Page 1)

This new year is not just a change in the
calendar—it is a call to unity, discipline, and
purpose. The Amhara struggle has reached a
decisive moment, and AFPO stands ready to
work with clarity, structure, and unwavering
commitment to unity among all Fano factions.
Our Chairman, Fano Eskinder Nega, recently
declared:

“We are not here to compete with our fellow
Fano brothers—we are here to unite with them.
The survival of our people demands it. The time
for fragmentation is over; the time for unity is
now.”

This message is not isolated. It is echoed by all
AFPO leadership, both in public and private
forums. As stated in our New Year covenant:
“Fano unity is not a slogan—it is a moral
obligation. To dismantle the oppressive regime
and liberate the people, standing together as one
is a sacred duty.”

Recently, on New Year's Eve, the top leadership
of AFPO reaffirmed our unwavering commitment
to unity in an interview with Anchor Media. This
public declaration once again made it clear:
“Unity of FANO is our central and core value.”
AFPO is not just another faction—it is the only
stable, structured, and transparent organization
within the Fano movement. We have endured
trials, navigated internal challenges with
maturity, and emerged stronger. Our leadership
is defined by discipline, democratic values, and
a long-term vision for justice and national
renewal.

In this spirit of unity, AFPO also calls upon the
global Amhara diaspora—activists,
professionals, youth, and elders—to stand as
one with the resistance at home. The diaspora
has been a vital force in advocacy, fundraising,
and international engagement.

We also urge all Fano groups and leaders to
approach the unity process with genuine intent,
humility, and strategic patience.
The path to unity can be fragile,
and careless actions or
performative  gestures can
create unnecessary obstacles.
This is a time to listen more,
coordinate better, and act with
the seriousness the moment
demands. Our people’s survival
and final victory depend on it.
AFPQ’s diplomatic
engagements with global actors
have exposed the deceptive '
narratives of the Prosperity '\
Party (PP) regime, and have
elevated the Amhara cause to a
new level of international
legitimacy and moral clarity.

If we unite, our voices can be &
heard even much louder and 2%

4/5

clearer—across Ethiopia and around the world.
Let 2018 E.C. be remembered as the year we
turned the page on division and wrote a new
chapter of solidarity, strength, and victory.

AFPO - Standing Strong, Leading Forward.
Happy New Year!
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