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Editoral

The Amhara as a Political Community
(continued from last week)

1. What is the Status of the Amhara as a
Political Community?

The Amhara people have played a significant

role in Ethiopia's political landscape,
contributing to national unity through
coexistence, intermarriage, and shared

cultural values with other ethnic groups.
However, since the 1960s, the Amhara have
faced a political crisis due to narratives
propagated by certain groups, particularly
during the Ethiopian Student Movement, which
labeled the Amharas oppressors. (continued
on Page 2)

Notes on Pan Africanism
Eskinder Nega, AFPO Chairperson.

It is almost a cliché to point out that Africans
are more connected to one another today than
ever before, thanks to the proliferation of
digital platforms. Who, in this age, could
possibly deny such an obvious reality? Yet the
deeper question remains: what has been the
true impact of this digital revolution on Pan-
Africanism itself? Has it strengthened the
cause, diluted it, or left it stagnant despite the
illusion of connectivity? These are not trivial
questions. What we urgently need is a sober
and comprehensive continental overview—an
honest examination of whether our digital
interconnections are merely superficial bonds
or whether they are serving as genuine
conduits for political consciousness, unity, and
liberation.

To give credit where it is due, certain figures
have already made deliberate use of these
digital avenues to rekindle the spirit of Pan-
Africanism. Professor P.L.0. Lumumba stands
tall among them. Through his tireless
advocacy, he has carried the torch of Pan-
African unity into the digital age, delivering
speeches that pierce through apathy and
resonate with the restless energy of
Generation Z. His fiery rhetoric, steeped in
both historical awareness and contemporary
urgency, has breathed new life into an ideal
that too often risks being confined to
academic debates or political rhetoric. While it
may be true that this movement has yet to
reach a critical mass, the seeds have
undeniably been planted—and they are
beginning to find fertile ground. That alone is a
promising start. (to continue on Page 3)
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The Amhara as a Political Community

(Contiued from page 1)
This movement, led by individuals with anti-
Ethiopian sentiments, including Eritreans and
members of the Tigray People’s Liberation Front
(TPLF), systematically vilified the Amhara, and
contributed to create a generation gap. Unlike
other ethnic groups with organized backing
(e.g., TPLF, EPLF, OLF), the Amhara lacked a
cohesive strategy, leading to their political
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fragmentation. The central question is whether
the Amhara elite have learned from these
historical mistakes and established a sustainable
organizational framework to address their
challenges, or if they risk repeating past errors.

2. Challenges in creating a Political Community

The Amhara face both external and internal
obstacles in becoming a cohesive political
community:

2.1. Persistent False Narratives: Anti-Amhara

groups, such as TPLF and OLF, have
systematically portrayed the Amhara as
oppressors, alienating them from other

Ethiopian communities and the international
community. This propaganda has justified
violence against the Amhara, including ethnic
massacres, while discouraging their political
organization by labeling it as supremacist. False
narratives have also been instilled in younger
generations through media, publications, and
manipulated education systems, further
isolating the Amhara.

2.2. The Amhara people represented by fake
individuals: Post-1991, under Ethiopia’s ethno-
linguistic federal system, Amhara leaders
appointed to represent the community have
often been self-serving and were not originally
Amharas. These leaders, aligned with anti-
Amhara forces, have suppressed the
community’s ability to organize and resist. A
network of loyalists, including corrupt officials
and institutions, has perpetuated this
marginalization, stifling the Amhara’s political
consciousness. To mention some, Bereket
Simon, Adisu Legese, Kassa Teklebirhan,
Demeke Mekonnen and Helawi Yosef.

2.3. Internal Division among Amhara Forces:
Amhara political groups often engage in
infighting rather than collaboration, weakening
their collective strength. Debates over whether
to pursue civic or ethnic-based politics have
divided leaders, while armed groups are further
fragmented by regional and local loyalties,
hindering the creation of a unified Ambhara
institution.

2.4. Over-Reliance on Individual-Led Struggles:
Amhara political efforts are often centered on
individuals rather than institutions, making them
unsustainable. When key figures are removed or
withdraw movements collapse. This reliance on
personalities, often tied to local identities,
prevents the formation of a robust political
community.

2.5. Emotionalism: The Amhara’s cultural pride
and historical legacy are strengths, but the
political actions are often driven by emotion
rather than strategy. Relying on historical
figures or slogans without adapting to current
realities undermines effective organization and
sustainable progress.

3. Pathways to Create a Political Community

3.1. Studying and Documenting Amhara
History: To counter false narratives, the Amhara
must rigorously study and document the history,
exposing the origins and impact of anti-Amhara
propaganda. This effort is not about fostering
resentment but about ensuring accountability,
protecting Ambhara interests, and educating
future generations to learn from past mistakes.

3.2. Building Institutions: A political community
requires strong institutions with consistent
leadership and adaptability to changing
circumstances. By drawing on the Amhara's
cultural values and learning from global
examples of successful ethnic struggles, a

robust institutional framework should be
established to unify and mobilize the
community.

3.3. Awakening the Elite from Idealism: The
Amhara elite must move beyond idealistic
notions of civic politics and recognize the
necessity of ethnic-based organization in
Ethiopia’s current federal system. Leaders like
Professor Asrat, who paid the ultimate price for
advocating Amhara rights, were not adequately
supported. The elite must align with the
community’s needs to build a cohesive political
movement.

4. Conclusion

Creating a political community is essential for
sustainable change and effective leadership.
Ethiopia’s weak political culture has allowed
divisive forces to exploit ethnic differences, with
the Amhara facing unique vilification and
marginalization for decades. As new extremist
groups continue to target them, the Amhara’s
armed struggle, led by organizations like the
Amhara Fano People’s Organization (AFPO),
represents a critical step toward forming a
political community. This requires strategic
planning, historical reflection, and strong
institutional frameworks to address the
Amhara’s challenges and secure their place in
Ethiopia’s future.

Victory to the Amhara People!
Peace for Ethiopia!
September 17, 2025.
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But let us be clear: if left solely to the
machinery of African governments, Pan-
Africanism will remain a dream deferred,
likely postponed for yet another generation.
History has shown us time and again that the
state apparatus is too often consumed with
short-term gains, political self-preservation,
and fragmented national interests. The real
force for the revival of Pan-African ideals will
not come from above but from below—from
the bold, tech-savvy, and globally aware
Generation Z. They possess both the tools
and the daring spirit to transform digital
spaces into arenas of mobilization and
resistance.

Once this rising generation takes ownership
of Pan-Africanism and channels its energy
into building sustained political pressure,
African governments will no longer be able to
ignore the call. They will be compelled—by
necessity rather than choice—to implement
at least some of the movement's long-
standing ideals. Chief among these is the
African Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA), which, if fully realized, will do
more than just create a single market for
goods and services. It will tear down
colonial-era barriers, unleash economic
creativity, and lay the material foundation for
a more integrated and self-reliant Africa.

Allow me, then, to close this note with a
heartfelt salute to our Pan-Africanist
brothers and sisters across our vast, diverse,
and beautiful continent. Pan-Africanism is
not a foreign idea—it is a living pulse within
our people, one that beats strongly in
Ethiopia and in every corner of Africa where
men and women dream of dignity, unity, and
freedom. What remains is for us to tap into
this abundant reservoir of commitment,
courage, and solidarity. Together, we can
nurture this cause until it grows into a force
too powerful to be ignored, a movement that
embodies both the legacy of our ancestors
and the aspirations of future generations.

Keep up the good work, brothers. We have
nothing to lose but the shackles of
colonialism.
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% The regime has continued avenging its losses on civilian
properties

It has been reported that the houses of Fano families in the towns
of Arb Gebeya and Agat in the South Gondar Zone of Tach Gayint
Woreda were demolished and their roofs and household goods
were burned. Among the houses burned were that of the families
of commander of 206th Corps, and Gebrye Division of the AFPO
Gondar Provincial Command, Adissu Debalkie; that of the Vice-
Commander of the Gebriye Division Patriot Adane Tesfa; and that
of the father of the Operations Commander of Gebrye Division,
Patriot Yalew Tilahun. It has also been learnt that loyal regime
servants General Mohammed Tessema and the Zonal PP
representative Menber Kifetew led the burning and destruction.
Addisu has noted that the fact that the regime routinely engages
in war crimes is one more justification to fight against it.

Similarly, it should not be forgotten that a month ago, the loyal
servants of the regime demolished the houses of the families of
a commander in the Anbessaw Gayint Division, and looted and
destroyed belongings - further confirming their moral depravity.
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% Schools re-open for the 2018 Academic Year in AFPO-
controlled areas

The social sector coordinators of the AFPO

~ announced that the 2018 school year has begun in

areas under their control. AFPO understands that
education is the foundation for a successful
generation. As a result, it is working hard to educate
the generation with one hand, while fighting the
enemy with the other. To that end, it has created a
wide public platform in the areas it controls to

~ encourage students to register and learn, and it has

announced that it is working as promised to

' coordinate the public and ensure that the schools

continue the teaching-learning process, providing
appropriate protection to teachers and students in

accordance with International Law.
«» AFPO Gondar Command Distributes Aid to the Vulnerable in

areas Under its control

The Amhara Fano People’s Organization (AFPO) will host an

international conference focusing on Fano Unity on September
20 and 21. The main objective is to create a conducive environ
ment for unity among Fano forces by discussing the path we've
taken so far, our current position, and our shared future - in
dialogue with many supporters and stakeholders.

This open conference invites all supporters of the struggle.
Media outlets, networks, and senior leaders of AFNE have also
been invited to participate.
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AFPO Gondar Command distributed food relief supplies to more
than 600 households with financial support from generous
|nd|V|duaIs I|V|ng abroad The support was provided in the kebeles

around Negela in Lay Gayint
.| Woreda, where severe food
4% shortages have occurred. During
| the support handover, AFPO and
206%™ Corps leaders were present
4 at the scene to coordinate safe
4 distribution of supplies. On the
ocassion, the 206" Corps leaders
¥ urged that essential
humanitarian  assistance be
® ¥ supplied urgently to the large
number of families in Kebeles
around Negela and neighboring
woredas affected by severe
drought and subsequent food
shortage.

++AFPO to Hold an International Fano Unity
Conference
AFPO will hold an international conference

focusing on Fano Unity on September 20 and
21. The main objective of the conference is to
create a conducive environment for the
discussions on the unity of Fano and the path
we have come so far, our current position, and
our future destiny with many supporters and
stakeholders.

The conference will be open to all supporters
of the struggle through various media outlets,
and senior leaders of the AFNF have also been
invited to the conference.
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