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Preamble

The Amhara people have been subjected to continuous ethnic cleansing, denial
of equality, injustice, and disruption of their social and historical foundations
over the past fifty years under successive regimes. They have also faced
constitutional and political marginalization, preventing them from formally
presenting their demands. Despite their significant contributions and sacrifices
to the nation, their value has been negatively interpreted, twisted by false
narratives, and weaponized through political rhetoric, making them vulnerable
to structural and state-led attacks, pushing them to the brink-of annihilation.

Therefore, this armed struggle is a complex, people’s movement “initiated to
counter the genocidal campaign that the murderous and fascist P;osperity
regime has planned and is executing against the Amhara people. The main goal
of the Amhara Fano People’s Organization is to decisively reverse the looming
cloud of destruction over the Amhara people and to sustainably ensure their
existence.

While the Amhara people entered this struggle to resolve their chaotic situation,
they do not hold any community accountable for the injustices and oppression
they have suffered. Nor do they consider anyone an enemy. Instead, they will
work in solidarity with other oppressed peoples who face similar injustices,
oppression, and threats of annihilation. We want to emphasize our continuous
readiness to work together with all segments of society, in truth and with
commitment, on issues concerning our shared destiny.
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Introduction

The Amhara people have a deep history
of state-building that spans from Damat
(the kingdom that riened from 8" -4®
century BC) up to the 20th century.
Together with other brother and sister
Ethiopians, the Amhara people have a
history spanning over a thousand years,
having created a glorious territorial
unity and a great nation; they possess a
history comparable to the prominent
Greek, Roman, Persian, and Chinese
civilizations.

Ancient and historical monuments, the
rock-hewn churches of Lalibela, the
ancient monasteries of Tana, the castles
of Gondar, etc., are permanent witnesses
to the Amhara people's early civilization.
Particularly during the Middle Ages, the
reigns of Emperor Amde Tsion and
Emperor Zera Yaqob marked a golden
age for the Amhara, a period that saw
significant advancements in literature,
astronomy, military science,
administrative art, and other fields.

Although the Amhara people have
possessed a developed civilization in
architecture, calendar systems,
statecraft, and art for successive
millennia, the process was not without
challenges. Instead, they .faced severe
direct and indirect attacks from external
and internal enemies. ‘The Ottoman
Turks, Egypt, Sudan, England, Italy, and
local ethnic extremists and religious
fundamentalists -supported by these
counfries caused extensive destruction.
Nevertheless, the Amhara people
successfully defended themselves and
permanently secured their existence.

The Amhara people were able to halt the
continuous internal conflicts waged by
various Ethiopian tribes (this includes
wars fought between different clans
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even within a single ethnic group, for
example, the wars fought between
Oromo clans) and establish a strong
nation-state. By defeating invaders and
colonizers, they built Ethiopia, the only
free country in Africa, which gave birth
to Pan-African ideas and became a
beacon of hope and a symbol for
oppressed peoples around the world
who were suffering under colonialism.
The Amhara played a lion's share in
making our country - Ethiopia, the
emblem of freedom for all black peoples,
a proponent and founder. of Pan-
Africanism, and a center for freedom and
Pan-African movements, with its flag
serving as an example, used in various
ways by black peoples from Ghana to
Mali, from Zimbabwe to Senegal, from
Africa to the Caribbean islands. It is
highly shameful that flying this flag,
which is a symbol of freedom and unity,
and a source of pride not only for the
people of our country but also for others,
is now leading to imprisonment and
killing without trial under Abiy's brutal
regime.

To bury Pan-Africanism in its birthplace,
narratives, legal frameworks, and
structures have been put in place to
allow Pan-Arab and similar flags, under
various names, to fly high in our Addis
Ababa and in various parts of our
country. This is a major setback in the
struggle for Pan-Africanism and can be
considered 'The Great Reversal of the
Century." Therefore, reversing the
existential threat posed to the Amhara
people and standing by the Amhara
people's struggle not only ensures the
existence of a proud African people but
also has the effect of defending and
elevating Pan-Africanism. This is a truth
that all freedom and equality-loving
people around the world should support.
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Since formulating a program of struggle
that achieves the goals of this existential
struggle, which arose from an armed
popular uprising and escalated into an
organized armed struggle, is a task that
cannot wait, the Amhara Fano People’s
Organization (AFPO) has unveiled this
political program and roadmap for
struggle (manifesto).
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Chapter One

The Genesis of the AFPO's Armed
Struggle, Vision, Mission, Aims
and Goals

1.1 Genesis of the Struggle

The role the Amhara people played in the
formation of the Ethiopian state and the
preservation of its existence has been
deemed a crime. Their history, culture,
and values have been distorted and widely
used to create anti-Amhara narratives to
incite hatred among other .Ethiopian
peoples.

Consequently, the Amhara people have
been subjected to, and continue to be
subjected to, extensive ethnic cleansing
supported by narratives, laws, and
systems. Specifically, since the TPLF-led
EPRDF regime came to power in 1991, the
genocidal crime against the Ambhara
people was conceived in a manifesto,
expanded in scope, and prolonged for
three decades of suffering due to its state-
led and structural nature. Although the
EPRDF regime transformed into the ODP-
led Prosperity regime in 2018, the Amhara
people, who had eagerly anticipated
justice and peace, found that the ODP
Prosperity regime, having been nurtured
in hatred from its inception, inherited its
predecessor's legacy, plunging the
Amhara people from bad to worse by
officially declaring a genocidal war
against them. The main reasons that
forced  the Amhara Fano to engage in
armed struggle are as follows:

1.1.1 Genocide, Human Rights
Violations, and the Existential Threat
Facing the Amhara People

During the EPRDF era, the Amhara people
experienced massacres in Bedeno, Arba
Gugu, Weter, Jimma, Wollega, Metekel,
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Welkait, Tselemti, Raya, Derra, and other
parts of the country. Despite the Amhara
people making immense sacrifices to
change the regime and stop the
massacres, the change was hijacked by
extremist ethnic nationalists who emerged
from the EPRDF, forming the Prosperity
Party. This led to the birth of an even more
oppressive system for Ethiopians,
especially the Amhara people, and the
continuation of the genocidal crime.

The ODP-led Prosperity. regime escalated
mass Kkillings in Shashemene, Jimma,
Wollega, Arsi, Metekel, Shewa, and other
areas, committing and continuing to
commit widespread ethnic cleansing. The
fact that the largest massacres of Amhara
people occur primarily in the "Oromia"
region, where the regime's top leaders
originate, and that our people's existential
questions are met with mockery, confirms
that the ODP-led Prosperity regime
supports the killing and displacement of
Amhara people and the disintegration of
Ethiopia through legal and structural
means.

Currently, millions of Amhara people are
fleeing from the Oromia region alone,
escaping death and abandoning their
property. The Amhara people have been
targeted with narratives aimed at their
destruction, with chief instigators and
executors created to physically,
politically, psychologically, economically,
culturally, linguistically, and religiously
destroy the Amhara.

This weakening effort has been ongoing
and continues today. It has been
confirmed that, from the moment the
genocide began, institutional attacks have
been systematically and continuously
carried out against them.

The regime's clear intention was to
eliminate the Amhara people from
existence, as evidenced by its dismantling

5
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of the Amhara special forces, disarming
them, and then proceeding to collect
weapons from Fano and farmers.

The Amhara massacre, which was
confined to Oromia and some other
regions, has expanded in scope, with the
government's security forces besieging all
zones and districts in the "Amhara region"
through a network. By declaring a state of
emergency, using drones and mechanized
warfare, the Amhara people are being
massacred as an ethnic group, forcing
them to engage in war to save themselves
from annihilation.

1.1.2 Political Betrayal

For over fifty years, the Amhara nation has
lacked fair representation and voice in
Ethiopian politics.

In particular, both past and present
governments have orchestrated problems
targeting the Amhara people through
government-led conspiracies, which are
indications of the Amhara being politically
marginalized. Lack of honest
representatives at decision-making levels,
and the fact that those who were in power
were not standing for the public's interest
but were rather highly selfish individuals
recruited to hold power, has exacerbated
political betrayal.

The lack of representation is evident in
high-ranking leadership positions within
federal government ministries, as well as
defense, security, and justice institutions.
Consequently, policies reflecting the
interests of the Amhara people are not
formulated, and grievances and security
concerns affecting the community do not
receive adequate attention. The absence of
representation is a clear manifestation of
political marginalization and a source of
existential threat to the people.

Although many Amhara youths made
significant sacrifices on the front lines,
leading to political change in 2018, the

6
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Amhara people were denied for proper
and fair political representation (power)
commensurate with their sacrifices. On
the contrary, a major political deception
was committed, starting with the forced
removal of honest Amhara leaders
through conspiracy. The Amhara people
were also subjected to Kkillings and
displacement in various places. The
federal government and Addis Ababa were
completely brought under the control of
the ODP-led Prosperity Party.

1.1.3 Failure to Address the Demands of
the Amhara People

The Amhara people, who played a
significant role in the building of the state,
instead of receiving answers to their fair
questions, which they had peacefully
raised for decades, have been subjected to
a grave existential threat orchestrated by
the government, leading to their
statelessness. Border and identity
questions have been used as political
pawns, completely against the will of the
people, and Ambharas living outside the
region have been exposed to severe
massacres and crises in various situations.
For the past fifty years, successive
governments that ruled Ethiopia have
consistently refused to adequately
address the fundamental questions
concerning Ambhara identity, land, and
equality. Amhara identity has been denied
in other regions, and Amhara lands have
been invaded or their -administrative
boundaries altered in various ways.

The Amhara's right to live, work, and own
property in other parts of the country has
been repeatedly violated; a situation
where they are treated as second-class
citizens has become prevalent. Since land
is a guarantee of identity and livelihood,
land invasions and administrative
boundary changes have exacerbated the
existential threat to the people. Because
governments have failed to provide clear
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and comprehensive answers to these
questions, the people, though expressing
their grievances and seeking to uphold
their rights through various peaceful
protests, have been mocked by high-
ranking government officials. This has led
to a distrust of the government structure
and forced the people to take up arms to
protect their rights themselves.

Not only has there been a lack of a system
capable of addressing the human,
political, economic,-and ‘social questions
that the Amhara people have long raised,
but the Amhara people have also been
pushed into a dangerous predicament.

1.1.4. Government Policies inciting
Hatred, Misleading Narratives; and
Attacks Against the Amhara

Over the past fifty years, government
bodies, state-affiliated media,
governmental and non-governmental
institutions, and individuals have been
observed disseminating policies and
messages that incite hatred, propagate
misleading narratives, and even directly
provoke attacks against the Ambhara
people. Distorted narratives and historical
events, by misrepresenting the Amhara's
historical contributions to the nation and
spreading ideas that pit them against
other ethnic groups, have damaged the
image of the Amhara people. When these
narratives are disseminated, particularly

through  state-controlled ©~ or  state-
supported media, they. poison public
opinion and create —a psychological

readiness for attacks against the Amhara.
This, in turn, has strained relations
between ethnic groups and exposed them
to conflict.

These false narratives and exclusionary
administrative structures and practices
have been given protection by a
constitution that does not represent the
Amhara people. Government policies
drawn from the exclusionary constitution

8
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have also contributed to the worsening of
the problem by indirectly supporting the
attacks on the Amhara people.

The failure of security forces to bring
perpetrators to justice in a timely manner
or to respond promptly to victims, often
providing cover for perpetrators to escape
punishment; this was not done by the
government carelessly but deliberately
and - with careful study, forcing the
Amhara people to despair and seek other
options.

1.1.5. Systematic Exclusion of
Amhara from Development
Exposure to Hardship

the
and

Citizens of the Amhara region have been
deliberately and systematically excluded
from  development programs = and
opportunities. This clearly shows that the
region has been left behind in terms of
economy, social services, infrastructure,
and other areas of development in a
planned and organized manner. The lack
of access to education, health, road and
electricity services, as well as clean
drinking water, demonstrates the lack of
equity in the region.

This has reduced the productivity of
citizens and weakened the overall
economic potential of the region, leaving
the Amhara people vulnerable to poverty
and backwardness. -

1.2. Vision, Mission, . Objectives and
Ideology-of AFPO
Vision .
To envision an Ethiopia where the Amhara
people are free from existential threats;
where their demands for justice, equality,
and freedom are sustainably fulfilled; and
where freedom, equality, and brotherhood
prevail as guiding national values.
Mission

v To build a capable and well-organized

institution dedicated to safeguarding the
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existence and interests of the Ambhara
people;

v To counter and reverse existential threats
facing the Amhara people through
organized and coordinated resistance;

v To restore the fundamental rights of
freedom, justice, and equality long denied
to the Amhara people;

v To contribute to the establishment of a
strong, cooperative, and respectful state
founded on mutual trust among all
Ethiopians.

Objectives

The primary objective of our struggle is to
eradicate the structural and systemic
existential threats faced by the Amhara
people under successive authoritarian
regimes. We aim to ensure that the
political, economic, and social questions
raised by the Amhara people are
addressed without discrimination, and to
build an inclusive, people-centered
government that guarantees national
ownership and equality.

Ideology

Recognizing the Amhara people as a
foundational pillar of civilization, it is
imperative to preserve their culture, faith,
and values while embracing a balanced
ideology that harmonizes traditional
principles with the global developments
of the modern world.
A more detailed articulation of this
ideology is under further study and
development.

1.3 Goals of the Amhara Fano People’s
Organization’s Strugglé
While the Amhara people have many long-

standing demands, the fundamental ones
are the following: reversing the ongoing
massacre and genocide against the
Amhara people, achieving transitional
justice and lasting peace, establishing a
true and trustworthy constitution,
ensuring fair population counts and
equitable budget allocations, correcting
false narratives, resolving border and
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identity questions permanently, ensuring
equitable benefit and development
proportionate to their contributions, and
achieving systemic change and political
representation. Therefore, the main goal
of the Amhara Fano People’s
Organization’s existential struggle is to
bring about constitutional and systemic
change and a transitional government,
thereby permanently resolving the
existential threat to the Amhara people
and establishing a constitutional and
federal structure that guarantees the
rights of all Ethiopians.

1*. Reversing the Massacres and
Existential Threat Against the Amhara
People

The Amhara people continue to face
ongoing massacres and  ethnic
cleansing. All efforts to resolve this
orchestrated state-led massacre
peacefully have been unsuccessful. As
a result, the Amhara people have
launched an armed struggle to defend
their inherent right to existence and
save themselves from annihilation. In
this regard, AFPO is working to counter
the war being waged against the
Amhara people from all directions,
leading the armed struggle to secure
the Amhara people's existence. AFPO
will strengthen the struggle it has
started to reverse the existential threat
looming over the Amhara people,
utilizing all  available  options,
including popular resistance and
organized armed struggle. In the
future, AFPO will continue to stand as
a guardian of the Amhara people's

11
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existence
threats.

against any impending
2", Transitional Justice and Lasting
Peace

The Amhara people have endured all
forms of barbaric acts. Amhara identity
has been treated as a crime. Releasing
innocent Amhara people, who are being
tormented. in known and unknown
prisons across the country, as well as all
those who have been wrongfully
imprisoned and abused without fault, is
one of our struggle’s goals.

Through the actions of the murderous
Prosperity Party and its accomplices,
the fate of 17 female Amhara students
who have been kidnuped from Dembi
Dollo University, along with other
Amharas who vanished at various
times, will be investigated. Those alive
will be reunited with their families; if
deceased, their families will receive
appropriate support and fair
compensation, and the perpetrators will
be brought to justice. Furthermore, for
the repeated illegal military campaigns
against the Amhara people, the lives
lost, property destroyed, the economic
damage, the disruption of education
and health services, and the missed
opportunities, -the victims and their
families will receive adequate
compensation. This is one of our
struggle’s goals.

To ensure peaceful coexistence among
the people of the country, transitional
justice must be implemented. This
transitional justice will have three (3)
stages of implementation:
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a. Uncover the Truth: The first stage
involves conducting a thorough study
of the injustices and abuses suffered
and acknowledging the truth at a
national level. It is necessary to
formally recognize the severe ethnic
massacres that occurred in all parts
of the country by decree, apologize,
and declare a national day of
remembrance for martyrs to serve as
a lesson for future generations.

b. Justice for Perpetrators: The
second stage involves . bringing
individuals ~ and  groups, who
orchestrated, led, and carried out
attacks to legal accountability.

c. National Reconciliation and
Reparation: The third stage involves
providing psychological and
economic compensation -to victims
and conducting national
reconciliation, which includes
returning and rehabilitating
displaced people to their original
homes.

Additionally, to ensure lasting peace and
justice for our people, it includes
establishing an  equitable - security
structure for all and building a peaceful
country where the sound of gunfire is no
longer heard.

3. Changing the Exclusive and
Destructive Constitution:

The constitution is the supreme law
that governs a country. This means
that no law, regulation, or directive
that contradicts the constitution can
be implemented. However, the Amhara
people have suffered untold systemic
injustice and discrimination under the
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oppressive TPLF-made constitution. As
demonstrated by the experiences of
many countries, the process of
drafting a constitution involves four
main stages: drafting, deliberation,
adoption, and ratification. Yet, the
TPLF-led government, when enacting
the constitution, not only failed to
follow these processes but also
prevented the Amhara people from
genuinely participating through their
representatives at any ‘level. At that
time, the All Amhara People’s
Organization (AAPO), which was
organized to represent the Ambhara,
was destroyed, and in its place, the
anti-Amhara and TPLF puppet, the
former ANDM (later ADP), was made
the representative of the Ambhara
people. Ultimately, a constitution that
betrayed the Amhara people and
endangered Ethiopia was put into
effect, leading to millions of deaths
and displacements. Here are some of
the constitutional problems:

a. The constitution-making process
failed to meet internationally
accepted standards and processes,
specifically marginalizing and
excluding the Amhara people, who
were not represented or-involved in
its drafting and ratification.

b. Article 8, sub-articles (1-3) on
popular sovereignty, power, and
participation state “only for nations,
nationalities, and peoples,” making
ethnic groups and citizens living
outside the region named after an
ethnic group stateless.

c. Article 39(1) of the constitution
grants an unlimited right to
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secession, which promotes secession
rather than unity.

d. Article 46(2) of the constitution,
which outlines the criteria for
regional restructuring (population
distribution, language, identity, and
will), deviates from international
practice and is designed to harm the
Ambhara.

e. Article 49(5) of the constitution
states that Oromia will have special
benefits in Addis "Ababa, which is
provocative and inciting to invasion.

f. Many articles that deviate from
fundamental international “human
and democratic rights have put the
Amhara people at risk of extinction.

In addition to the constitution, most
regional constitutions, proclamations, and
regulations enacted under this framework
have marginalized the Amhara and have
been used by the regime’s structure to
collectively destroy the entire Amhara
people. Therefore, AFPO will work to draft
a new constitution through a process that
addresses the Amhara people’s identity,
political, economic, and social demands
without discrimination, using a national,
inclusive approach that follows
international  constitutional =~ drafting
procedures. Until the new constitution is
ratified, a transitional charter will be
established. Representatives from all
segments of society  will be genuinely
elected, ensuring full participation, and
the new constitution, along with laws and
procedures derived from it, will be
implemented according to international
standards.

4™, Conducting an Accurate Census and
Revising the Budget Formula:

The Amhara population has been
reported by the government itself as
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alarmingly declining, a consequence of
anti-Amhara policies. Earlier, in 2007,
areport presented to the parliament on
the population and housing census
stated that 2.5 million Amhara had
disappeared, yet no investigation was
conducted, and the issue was quickly
forgotten. This confirms the severe
existential threat faced by the Amhara
people and the legitimacy of our
struggle.

This decline, though revealed in a
sudden report, has been continuously
exacerbated by the mass killings and
burials of Amhara, which remain daily
news. The consistent decline in the
Ambhara population, as reported by the
regime, is believed to be due to the
following main reasons:

a. The anti-Amhara conspiracy by the
regime intentionally reduces the
population count in censuses and
reports.

b. Amhara living outside their region are
forced to hide or change their identity
due to the suffering they endure
because of their identity (as expressed
by Amhara in various refugee camps in
the Amhara National Regional State
after fleeing death from Wollega, and
as indicated by human rights
organizations’ reports).

c. The mass killing and displacement of
Amhara people in all parts of the
country (currently, over one million
people displaced from the Oromia
region alone have been living in tents
without justice for years).

These reasons, among others that require
further detailed study, may explain the
decline.
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Therefore, AFPO will ensure that the
correct number of Amhara people
throughout Ethiopia, as well as reliable
population distribution and composition,
are disclosed. An investigation will be
conducted into the reasons for the
intentional reduction of the Amhara
population. Additionally, efforts will be
made to compensate for the budget and
development losses the Amhara people
incurred annually due to the reduction of
their population by government
conspiracy.

5", Correcting False Narratives and
Adopting a Dominant National
Narrative:

The Amhara people have been severely
harmed by distorted narratives created
by secessionist forces. Our
organization does not believe that
there is a national (state) dominant
narrative in Ethiopia today. Instead, we
are witnessing an increasing
Prevalence of divisive, relative, and
contradictory false narratives. This
creates not only division but -also
incessant conflict, leading to the
disintegration of the country.
Therefore, regarding narratives, AFPO
will play its part in . correcting
exclusive and harmful narratives to
create a strong, accepted, and unifying
national narrative.

6™. Permanently Resolving Border and

Identity Questions
History clearly shows that the Amhara
people have made immense sacrifices
to protect their ancestral lands.
Instead of seeking to establish states
by isolating ethnic identities, they
chose to live together with other
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Ethiopian brothers and sisters in love
and respect for centuries, sacrificing
greatly for Ethiopian identity. This is
particularly true for many Ambhara
communities who were forcibly
integrated into other regions without
any legal basis or their consent by the
oppressive TPLF, leading to the
suppression of their voices, denial of
representation, and even their killing,
displacement, and forced migration
due to their identity.

To resolve this issue, it is necessary to
build a federal system based. on the
good will of the people (consent of the
people), identity, history, and
geography. Amhara communities who
were incorporated against their will
and suffered severe injustices due to
force and flawed practices (not aligned
with geography, culture, and history)
will be reorganized into administrative
structures that reflect their geography,
culture, and history, based on studies
and the free will of the people.
However, for communities with mixed
populations who have - suffered
injustice due to their identity, a
solution will be provided through deep
discussions based on their choice and
with the local community, ensuring
transitional justice for the injustices
they have suffered and resolving the
problem permanently. Additionally, to
ensure lasting justice and peace, a
system will be established under a true
future federal structure, enabling
every Ethiopian citizen to participate
equally in the local administration
without discrimination based on
identity.
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7®. Equitable Benefit and Development

Proportional to Contributions
The Amhara people have been reduced
to the poorest people in our land due
to political deception. This great
people’s current predicament is
undoubtedly a result of systemic and
structural oppression suffered over
the past fifty years. Our people s”Ill
live in poverty; they are forced to
follow traditional and backward ox-
plow farming methods; access to clean
drinking water is a luxury; and
educated youth cannot find jobs. Even
though the Amhara region possesses
immense natural resources (vast and
fertile land that can benefit others
beyond Amhara, perennial rivers,
lakes, natural and artificial tourist
attractions, and a large human
resource), these have not been
developed due to the regime’s
discriminatory practices and economic
sabotage. Therefore, in the future, this
injustice will be corrected, and a
study-based economic reform will be
implemented to compensate for past
losses in infrastructure and develop
the region proportionally to Its
resources. To ensure lasting justice,
this will involve implementing a
geographical federalism structure that
views everyone equally. Furthermore,
Amhara people living in various
regions who have suffered specific
injustices due to ethnicity and regional
affiliation will receive appropriate
compensation through a transitional
justice package and will be able to live
as competitive and  self-reliant
individuals in their local
administration.
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8", Systemic Change and Equitable
Political Representation

The former oppressive TPLF and the
current murderous ODP-led Prosperity
regime built their systems on creating
conflict among ethnic groups,
displacing millions, and shedding
blood. In particular, they have
deprived the Amhara people of social
peace, and their insightful scholars
and prominent youth are languishing
in unjust imprisonment, with some
even disappearing. It- has been
confirmed that the regime’s top
leaders openly declared and acted
upon their intention not to relent until
the Amhara people are destroyed.
Anyone who understands the
formation and nature of the current
regime knows that it is inherently
incapable of achieving the goals we
have set above. Therefore, the Amhara
Fano People’s Organization believes
that, to achieve lasting peace and
justice, replacing the current ethnic
and murderous regime with a system
that ensures equitable power and
political representation, based on
brotherhood and truth, and
establishing a nationally " accepted
state, will be the key goal of our
struggle.
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Chapter Two

Key Principles of the Amhara Fano
People’s Organization

2.1 Territorial
Sovereignty

Our organization strongly believes that
Ethiopia's territorial integrity, sovereignty,
and national interests must be protected
without compromise. It also firmly believes
that the national identity and values of the
people must be preserved. To achieve this, it
will work diligently. It will establisha robust
security structure to protect citizens from
any internal or external aggression.

Integrity and

2.2 Equality and Freedom
The Amhara people are not only lovers of

freedom but also a symbol of equality, who
cherish coexistence with other peoples.
Based on this value, establishing a country
where all ethnic groups live together in
respect and harmony is crucial for lasting
peace and justice. AFPO firmly believes that
the ethnic groups, religions, languages, and
cultures in our country belong to all of us
and therefore deserve proper recognition
and care.

2.3 Separation of Religion and State
There will be no state religion. There will be

no religious government. The government
will not -interfere in religious affairs, and
religion will not interfere in government
affairs.

2.4 Working in Collaboration

The Amhara Fano People’s Organization will
work strenuously to create a unified Amhara
institution. Additionally, it has a strong
desire to collaborate with any organization
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that opposes oppression and ethnic
cleansing and  seeks  justice. Our
organization fights alongside all oppressed
peoples and will work in cooperation to
establish a national government and ensure
citizens' equality.

2.5  Respect for

Conventions

The Amhara Fano People’s Organization
gives special attention to-human rights and
operates accordingly.

Human Rights

It has adopted international agreements that
ensure the observance of human. rights
principles, including the fundamental
Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR). This international declaration states
that every human being, simply by being
human, has the right to life, physical
integrity, freedom, and protection from any
inhumane treatment. The Amhara Fano
People’s Organization will continue to
uphold its institutional commitment to
respect and enforce this declaration and
other international and regional human
rights laws.
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Chapter Three

Ambhara Fano People’s Organization
Programs

3.1 Political Programs

The Amhara people have been subjected to
political deception and betrayal by anti-
Ambhara forces who have successively seized
power. Their culture, values, dignity, and
history have been attacked and tarnished,
and ethnic cleansing has.been carried out
against them due to their identity.

Therefore, to heal the damage and ethnic
cleansing suffered by the Amhara: people
and to move towards transitional justice, an
Ethiopian Truth-Finding and Reconciliation
Commission will be established, drawing
lessons from other countries that have
undergone similar processes. This will lead
to the establishment of a truth-based
dominant narrative, justice, and national
reconciliation.

3.1.1 Building a Democratic System and
Respect for Human Rights

The rule of law will be upheld in all
processes, ensuring respect for democratic
and human rights. International and regional
laws and conventions that Ethiopia has
ratified will be accepted and- applied in
accordance with existing - circumstances.
Laws that have been adopted by our country
at various times and are believed to violate
or restrict citizens' rights may be amended
or repealed. Citizens' right to freedom of
expression will be protected. The
establishment and strengthening of various
civil society organizations will be promoted.
Regarding children, women, and persons
with disabilities, special protective laws will
be enacted, taking into account national
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realities in addition to international laws.
Human rights are an inviolable gift of nature
to human beings. AFPO gives special
attention to the protection of human rights
because the violation of citizens' human
rights and their existential threat were
among the main reasons for its struggle. A
system . will be established, outside the
government structure, with independent
and impartial institutions to provide special
protection for this right, ensuring it is not
eroded or manipulated by powerful
individuals, and international human rights
organizations closely monitor it.

3.1.2 Government Structure

In Ethiopia, it is known that there is
significant tension between unity and
diversity. Some want to prioritize Ethiopia's
unity over diversity and desire a structure
that supports this. Others prioritize identity,
even advocating for secession, and
challenge Ethiopia's continuity.

Our organization will work to create a
framework that reconciles Ethiopia's
continuity and identity aspirations, based on
existing realities. The Amhara people, even
though they have suffered attacks due to
their identity, have never seen.their Amhara
identity (ethnic identity) clash with their
Ethiopian identity (citizenship identity).

Furthermore, regarding the government
structure, the decision will be made through
inclusive. discussions on future nation-
building. ¥ However, our organization
strongly believes in promoting national
unity, interdependence rather than division,
and national identity to achieve equality,
justice, and lasting peace. To achieve this, it
will propose alternative ideas for a
progressive federal system that ensures
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every citizen is proud of their country, lives
and works without fear anywhere, and can
compete equally.

a. Recognizing the Amhara people and the
Ethiopian people as progressive and
civilized, our organization understands
that their culture, religion, and values,
combined with a modern worldview that
aligns with global development, are
beneficial. Therefore, it follows a pragmatic
ideology that is progressive but preserves
centuries-old values.

b. The country's administrative structure
will follow a progressive federal ‘system.
When structuring federal administrative
territories, considerations will include
convenience for development and
administration, population distribution
and desires, historical and psychological
ties, and geographical location, all to be
determined through inclusive discussions.

c. The powers and responsibilities of the
federal government and its member states
(regions) will be defined by law.

d. Amharic will continue to be the national
working  language. However, other
languages may be adopted for use based on
studies.

e. The federal government will have three
branches of power: legislative, judiciary,
and executive. These branches will be
independent of each other and will have
their .own duties, structured to ensure
checks and balances. This federal
government structure will also be
implemented similarly in the member
states.

f. The political system will be multi-party.
The electoral system  will follow
international standards and be
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proportional, held every five years. The
governmental system will gradually
transition to a presidential system.

3.1.3 Foreign Relations

Our foreign policy will be based on the
lasting interests of the country and its
people. Foreign relations agreements and
treaties made in contradiction to this may be
revised or completely repealed based on the
law. Relentless diplomatic -efforts will be
made to ensure that citizens living abroad
live with dignity. _

Bringing about lasting unity for the:peoples
of Africa is one of our core objectives, which
includes building a strong African
leadership role that benefits common
prosperity and development. The main
strategy to achieve this goal is to ensure
mutual benefit by connecting the continent's
countries through joint development and
peace efforts.

3.1.4 Transitional Period
After victory, an inclusive and

comprehensive discussion will be held to
determine the form and structure of
Ethiopia's state and power. All ethnic groups
will participate equally and meaningfully in
this discussion. A government elected by the
people will be established after a five-year
transitional period.

The Amhara Fano People’s Organization
believes that the TPLF's oppressive and the
Prosperity Party's murderous ethnic-based
politics, which have caused citizens to be
privileged or harmed solely based on their
identity, have led to a severe crisis. To
properly heal the deep-seated divisions that
have arisen in the country, national
reconciliation and inclusive nation-building
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(Transitional

are necessary. Citizens, by virtue of being
human, should enjoy their inalienable
natural rights, as well as their identity and
other group and democratic rights.

Therefore, a transitional proposal will be
submitted, incorporating the views of
various scholars and experts, community
elders, - women, religious leaders, civil
society organizations, political parties,
freedom fighters, ethnic groups, and others,
through national discussions and
consultations, to create a unifying national
narrative instead of conflicting ones, and to
ensure a common destiny.” These
discussions, by acknowledging' and
addressing crimes against identity and
ethnic cleansing, as well as systematic
attacks, are believed to lay the foundation
for justice, equality, and lasting peace,
ending the era of hatred and suspicion. This
process will play a significant role in
establishing a strong national unity based on
trust.

3.2 Economic Programs

The Amhara people have been reduced to the
poorest people in our land due to systematic
economic attacks. For the past fifty years,
the Amhara people have endured murderous
regimes. Currently, under . the ODP-led
Prosperity regime, a devastating war is being
waged, causing severe human, economic,
and social destruction. Existing heritage
sites and . initiated infrastructure projects
are being completely destroyed. Therefore, a
special economic compensation and the
rebuilding of the destroyed infrastructures
program is needed for the damage suffered
due to war and systematic attacks.

3.2.1. Human Resources Development

The backbone of a strong economy is skilled
manpower. For the past decades, the
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governments that have ruled Ethiopia have
exploited the generation—especially the
youth—for their political gains rather than
turning them into a blessing for the country,
which has led to extreme poverty and
backwardness. Activities in technical and
vocational training, as well as in small and
medium enterprises, were not designed to
promote competitiveness but were based on
nepotism and loyalty to the system, aimed at
gaining support during elections, and have
failed to advance the youth and the country
even a single step.

The current authoritarian ‘regime is
spending hundreds of billions. of the
country’s budget on the “Gebeta Project”
and “Corridor Development” to ‘satisfy
dictatorial authorities and their -allies,
instead of investing in growth-oriented
development programs that could improve
the lives of our people living in poverty.
These luxury projects, which are of no use to
the lower «class, are being used as
propaganda tools to conceal the regime’s
collapse by hiding the people’s real
problems. Since the development and
economic activities of the dictatorial regime
do not center on the community—especially
the youth, who are the main producers in the
country—many have been forced to migrate
across vast deserts and seas. Others are
compelled to serve the regime and oppress
their own people, whereas most of the youth
have been left in poverty without any better
options.

Therefore, AFPO will formulate and
implement policies and strategies that
empower.the youth—who possess immense
development potential —with knowledge and
perspective, making them determined to
create jobs and contribute to national
development. Development projects that
benefit the majority of society will be
implemented in a planned manner. In this
way, various strategies will be designed and
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executed to ensure that our vast human
resources are properly developed and
become the central engine of all economic
sectors, thereby achieving all-round growth
and development.

3.2.2 Land Ownership

For the Amhara people, land has been not
only a permanent resource passed down
through generations for thousands of years
but also their identity. However, since the
late 1960s, Amhara people in. Addis Ababa
and other parts of the country have been
evicted from their land and property under
derogatory labels such as ‘settlers,"
"invaders," "expansionists," “bearer of gun”
and "aliens." Therefore, a truth and
reconciliation commission will be
established to study this issue. After
thorough study, the commission will repeal
the laws that led to the displacement of
Amhara and enact new balanced laws. Land
ownership will be structured under four
categories: individual, government,
religious institutions, and community. Laws
will be amended to allow for the ‘sale,
exchange, banking, and inheritance of rural
and urban private land.

Government lands will include government
institutional properties, protected forests,
and national parks. These‘lands will remain
under government ownership and be
utilized for public benefit. Pastoral grazing
lands, areas for cultural activities, and
public service lands will be communal, with
ownership belonging to the community.

Lands designated for religious institutions
and any religious activities will be under the
ownership of their respective followers.
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3.2.3 Agriculture

We recognize that agriculture is the
backbone of the Amhara and Ethiopian
economy. Therefore, our organization will

focus on modernizing the agricultural
system and implementing structural
changes to increase production and

productivity. Programs will be developed
and implemented to improve or maintain
land fertility. It will undertake large-scale
mechanized farming to ‘engage youth in
work and significantly increase the country's
production volume. '

3.2.4 Industry

The Amhara people are considered lagging
in industrial infrastructure. Past regimes
have only provided the Amhara people with
small-scale factories, such as beverage
plants, or micro-enterprises. Therefore, this
history will be changed by evaluating and
building industrial options that are
complementary to agriculture, create jobs
for youth, and promote urbanization.
Additionally, support will be provided for
the establishment of specialized industries
that have strategic importance, do not
require high technology and capital, and
utilize Ethiopia's natural resources
effectively.

3.2.5 Trade

The trade system will be free and fair. The
trade system will be organized to prioritize
the interests of the people and the country,
promote a private sector-led free market,
and foster competition. However, in selected
trade sectors and services, or when
preserving national values is paramount, the
government will intervene.
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3.2.6 Infrastructure

Our organization believes that
infrastructure is a catalyst for development.
Therefore, road, , electricity, clean water
supply, communication and other necessary

social infrastructures will be provided by
the government, as well as by private
investors. Air, water, land, and train

transport systems will be developed in a
manner that considers modern times.

3.2.7 Tourism Resources

The Amhara people possess astonishing
natural and man-made tourist attractions.
Ethiopia's most remarkable heritage sites
that are valued globally are located in the
Amhara region. Our organization will work
to enhance the value of these resources
through study and research; to provide
infrastructure to undeveloped- areas; to
promote remote attractions, thereby
increasing tourism revenue; and to ensure
the primary benefit of the people.

3.3 Social Programs

3.3.1 Education

Education is a key to development and civilization.
Therefore, every citizen will have. the right and
freedom to education. The education system in
Ethiopia has not developed-a system that can
turn graduates into job  seekers and
entrepreneurs, and as a result, many educated
youth are-equally jobless as uneducated youth.
The long-standing education policy in Ethiopia
has prevented the generation from being
productive and useful for the country.

An education system that is supported by
science and technology, promotes
competitiveness, and ensures quality will be
established. Private investors who meet the
criteria of the education system will be
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encouraged to educational

investment.

engage in

The curriculum will be free from political
interference and will be led only by
professionals. Primary education will be
provided in the mother tongue and national
language. A system will be established to
encourage and support talented students
who achieve high results. Furthermore,
modern boarding - schools that meet
standards will be built fairly.

Additionally, special attention and support
will be given to traditional religious schools
and madrasas, which are ancient sources of
knowledge and wisdom. Their capacity will
be evaluated and strengthened to become
centers of higher education and research,
enabling them to pass on their traditional
identity to future generations.

3.3.2 Health

Health is a human right for all people.
Therefore, everyone has the right to live in a
healthy environment. The health sector will
primarily focus on prevention. A health
system capable of preventing man-made and
natural health crises and epidemics will be
built. Basic health services will be accessible

to all communities. To reduce foreign
suffering and costs, modern medical
institutions equipped with modern

technology and highly skilled professionals
will be -established at various levels to
provide healthcare within the country.
Traditional and indigenous medical
practices, which have been used by our
communities for centuries but are not
scientifically studied, will be appropriately
investigated, and if found beneficial, they
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will be integrated and developed alongside
modern medicine.

3.3.3 Culture

Recognizing that a strong cultural identity is
vital for today and for future generations,
the organization will provide special
protection for cultural values, traditions,
and customs. Efforts will be made to prevent
traditional cultures from being distorted by
foreign influences and to ensure they are
passed on to future generations without
losing their identity.

3.3.4 Media \

The media is not only a foundation for
development but also a crucial institution
where citizens exchange information and
express their voices. In the 21st century,
where the world has become a global village
due to media, it serves as a daily companion
for institutions and citizens. Therefore, our
organization will establish a special
proclamation to ensure that the press,
electronic, and cyber media operate
accessibly, freely, and impartially in all
sectors.
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